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Situation of Eritrean refugees in Africa - Egypt  
 

Following a high-level meeting between different Eritrean civic organisations we 
would like to make the following statement.  
We appeal to the Egyptian government to treat Eritreans as asylum seekers and 
refer them to the relevant authorities and the UNHCR to decide on their entitlement 
to refugee status.  
 

Given the political state of Eritrea, many Eritreans have been leaving the country in 
search of safety and freedom. They do not follow ordinary routes, as they don't have 
the liberty to leave the country legally. As a result, they become victims of human 
trafficking and smuggling. 
The illegal crossing of international borders to different countries led to some of the 
transit and destination countries considering them trespassers and penalising them 
heavily, with little consideration to the circumstances which led them to go through 
such routes. 
 

One of the countries that Eritreans go to in search of safety is Egypt, which has 
historically provided refuge to tens of thousands of Eritreans fleeing persecution in 
their country. The Egyptian authorities have provided some Eritreans with access to 
asylum and referred their cases to be processed by the relevant authorities. 
Unfortunately, not all Eritreans who arrive in Egypt have had this access, with some 
of the asylum seekers who crossed via Sudan to Egypt were arrested, imprisoned, 
and finally deported.  
 

On the 15th of March 2022, Egypt deported 30 people, including women and 
children. Furthermore, on the 17th of March another batch of 7 were deported. The 
whereabouts of these people remains unknown, and Eritrea hasn't made any public 
statement about their return. As these people had previously left Eritrea illegally, the 
Eritrean government considers them criminals and will be subject to imprisonment, 
torture or even death. Notably, most of the asylum seekers are women and children 
and during the process families are separated. The deportation of children and 
mothers is cruel as they are being sent back to face prosecution.  
 

 



These were not the first incidents of deportation that Eritreans in Egypt had faced. In 
October and November of 2021 two groups were deported. These groups have not 
been received by their families and no one has any information about them.  
 

At the time of writing this statement, there are hundreds of Eritreans in different 
prisons in Egypt, who could be facing similar fate as the ones mentioned above.  
 

Therefore, in light of the above-mentioned incidents, and given Egypt’s status as a 
signatory to the Geneva convention of 1951 and 1967 Protocol, as well as to the 
1969 OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in 
Africa, it has a legal international obligation to provide safety and security for Eritrean 
refugees. 
 

The organisations signing this statement would like to inform the Egyptian authorities 
and all other relevant organisations working in Egypt, that we are prepared to 
collaborate with you in any way we can. 
 

Signatures 

 

 

• Eritrean Coordination for Human Rights (ECHR). 
• Erisat. 
• Eritrean Law Society (ELS). 
• Eritrean Movement for Democracy and Human Rights (EMDHR). 
• Africa Monitors. 
• Eritrean Diaspora in East Africa (EDEA). 
• Foundation Human Rights for Eritreans. 
• One Day Seyoum. 
• Network of Eritrean Women (NEW). 

 

 

 

CC:     Egyptian ministry of information.  
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea. 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 
Amnesty International. 
Human Rights Watch.  


